The following technique has proved useful in the diagnosis of the enteric group of fevers and of septicaemia of various origin. The advantages are : increased probability of obtaining the organism, and adaptability to adverse circumstances, such as lack of facilities for heartblood culture. Equipment : one or two throat swabs, one scalpel and one spirit burner.
Post mortem is to be carried out as soon after death as possible. Adequate sterilization of throat swabs is important.
Technique
The spleen is carefully exposed without exerting pressure, and then removed by dissection at the hilum. Care should be taken that no backflow of blood into the spleen is produced during dissection.
The surface of the spleen at the convexity is cleaned by wiping with dry cotton-wool, and then the capsule is heated with the spirit lamp in an area far from the hilum. 
